
 

 

Minutes of Cobham Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

Meeting took place at the Meadow Rooms 

Present 

Cllr Steve Dyer (Chair), Cllr Rosemary Dymond, Cllr Julie Wilder 

Cllr Kirsty Lane, Cllr Robert Pryor, Cllr Matt Mason (Work) 

Present 

Cllr Samir Jassal (GBC), Charles Amis (Clerk), 7 parishioners 

1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mike Booth (Vice Chair) (Not confirmed), Cllr Russ Nichols (Work), 
Cllr Diane Morton (work) (KCC), Cllr Dakota Dibben (not confirmed) (GBC),. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest – Cllr Dyer declared an interest with Westbury Signs who were 

one of the companies quoting for the replacement Sole Street Notice Board.  

3. Approval of Minutes for last meeting – To be approved at the 3rd February Meeting.   

4. GBC Matters – The release of regulation 19 of the Town & Country Planning will be 

discussed at the GBC Cabinet meeting on 2nd February prior to the release of the draft local 

plan.   The GBC Local Plan will need to get through the Planning Inspectorate before being 

approved.  If there is no local plan and GBC have not met their new housing quota then the 

Secretary of State could agree to development on the green belt.  The housing target for 

GBC is 5600 units.   

The Northfleet Harbour development will deliver 3,500 housing units.   The development 

has been opposed by The Port of London Authority, Britannia Lead and Final Metal and Brett 

Aggregates, who  have sent their objections regarding the Northfleet Harbour development 

to the Secretary of State.  It was asked if the land at Northfleet Harbour was contaminated 

Action: Cllr Jassal to set up a Teams Meeting between CPC and Shazad Ghani, the head of 

planning. 



5. Planning – CPC had not heard anything from the owner of the property to the north of 

Wildacre.  There was no further news regarding Cobham House Vineyard and the Judicial 

Review had expired. 

White Post Farm – The injunction issued by GBC to clear the site closest to Meopham parish 

will start in February.  Since the beginning of 2025 the owner had been given a year to clear 

the site. 

20251300 31 Manor Road, Sole Street – The owner wishes to install a single self build 

detached dwelling, and summerhouse on land to the rear of numbers 29 & 31 Manor Road. 

CPC did not object to the planning application.  The development would be similar to nearby 

properties.  The planning application is with GBC Planning Department. 

34, The Street, Cobham – The owner wishes to remove the internal raised ground floor and 

first floor over garage, internal replanning and conversion of garage to living room, new 

garage.  With CPC Planning Group for consideration. 

6. Traffic Group 

Halfpence Lane Closure by Southern Water – A banksman had been employed by Southern 

Water to allow the buses to turn around at the roundabout by the War Memorial.  It was 

noted that Redroute Buses had not always been reliable.   

Henhurst Road has dangerous potholes and worn verges due to the volume of traffic 

avoiding the Halfpence Lane closure.  A blue advisory sign to warning HGVs that Henhurst 

Road is unsuitable for HGVs needs to be installed at Marling Cross.  Cllr Lane had spoken 

with KCC Highways regarding the number of accidents that take place at the junction of 

Henhurst Road and Jeskyns Road.  Action: Clerk to raise with KCC Highways and to request a 

KCC Highways member of staff checks the condition of Henhurst Road. 

Traffic had been speeding along The Street as far as Scripps Farm.  It was hoped that traffic 

would now stay on the A2 and turn off at the Tollgate junction and take the A227 Wrotham 

Road towards Meopham.  The A2 is likely to become more congested since the new houses 

were built at Ebbsfleet and Pepper Hill.   

The temporary ‘Business Open as Usual’ signage provided by a local resident had gone 

missing.  Action: Clerk to raise the missing signage with KCC and The Clancy Group to contact 

the local resident. 

Sole Street – Cllr Nichols will be meeting with KCC Highways.  KCC Highways are due to send 

a report to the Traffic Group.   It was asked if another dropped kerb could be installed by 

Sole Street and Manor Road.  KCC has said the pavement is too narrow. 

Speed Watch – The Speed Watch Team had produced an end of year report of their 

activities.  The team has run 89 sessions over 2025 and there are currently 13 volunteers, 



but more are needed.  Motorists caught speeding are sent a letter and tend not to reoffend.  

Action: Clerk to add the end of year report to the website and Face Book. 

Vehicle Activated Sign – Action: Clerk to ask Cllr Morton for a Small Members Grant for a 

replacement Vehicle Activated Sign at Sole Street for FY 2026-27.  

Village Gateways – Cllr Nichols had been discussing the installation of the village gateways 

with KCC Highways.  

Reinstatement of Sarsen Stone – The sarsen stone at the corner of Sole Street and Jeskyns 

Road had been knocked over by a passing vehicle and had been removed by KCC for safety 

reasons.  KCC Highways agreed to reinstall the sarsen stone when the weather has improved. 

7. Village Crime Group – A crime report had been circulated amongst the parish councillors 

prior to the meeting.  The police will be targeting off road vehicles and motorcycles.  There 

were issues with catapult crime.  Drugs and Nitrous Oxide canisters have been found at 

Dabbs Place.  Action: Clerk to raise with the local police officers.  

8. Playing Fields Group - 

Planning permission for the patio area – GBC has granted the planning permission for the 

new patio, disabled ramp and picket fence and gate.  The Sports Association will be getting 

some quotes and plan to apply for grant funding. 

New Playground Fence – The plans and heritage statement have been sent to the planning 

validation team as part of the planning application 

New lease for the Cricket Pavilion, Toilets & Playing Field – A new lease needs to be set up 

between CPC and The Sports Association.  The current signed lease did not specify the 

responsibilities for the trees, fence, toilets etc and who is responsible for maintaining them.  

There is a firm of solicitors who have experience of working with parish councils who would 

be able to prepare the lease once everything had been prepared. 

9. Public Toilets – Business Stream continue to charge CPC for the water supply.  Action: Cllr 

Booth to continue to resolve the issue with Business Stream.  The lights inside the public 

toilets are now turning off in the evening.   

10. KALC/NALC – A scheme has been set up, Caring for Your Community at Winter Time .  

Action: Cllr Dymond offered to a complete a survey for parish councils for public toilets.  

Clerk to prepare the KALC Community Award for 2026.   

11. Other Village Matters - 

Footpaths – There was nothing to report. 

Repairs to the Flint Wall – The Planning Application has gone live.  There will be now work 

starting until planning permission has been granted by GBC. 



Sole Street Notice Board – All of the parish councillors that were present agreed to 

Westbury Signs making and fitting the new notice board by the St Mary’s Church Rooms. 

Pride in Place Funding – The Funding has been set up by central government and will 

Several ideas for funding were discussed at the meeting.  Action: Clerk to find out the 

deadline for the grant applications and to prepare the grant applications. 

12. Parishioners Comments – Action: Clerk to raise with KCC Highways the drains that have 

been filled with tarmac at The Street at Cobham. 

13. Correspondence & Announcements - 

CILCA Update – The Clerk has been granted an extension to 31st October 2026. 

New Website – All of the Parish Councillors present agreed to use Aubergine for the new 

CPC website.  Aubergine offers training for the running of the website.  There are add ons 

such as £50 per year for a planning tracking and £100 per year for local consultations. 

14. Finance – 

Payments made since the 2nd December Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

8/12/2025 Cobham Parochial Church 
Council 

Hire of the St Mary’s Church Rooms 
on 4th November 

£18 

8/12/2025 Westcotec Ltd Repair and service of the Fixed 
Speed Indicator Device 

£327.00 

8/12/2025 Starboard Systems Ltd 
(Scribe Accounts) 

Monthly fee £61.20 

8/12/2025 Fastnet International Ltd Set up of new email hosting and 
back up 

£35.99 

15/12/2025 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £8.50 

22/12/2025 HMRC Tax & NICS £92.51 

22/12/2025 Clerk Salary 1st-31st November 2025 £1,001.32 

22/12/2025 Clerk Home Office Allowance £300 

22/12/2025 Clerk Mileage £36.27 

22/12/2025 Clerk New Laptop £599.99 

31/12/2025 Clerk Pension £35.23 

8/1/2026 Information 
Commissioner’s Office 

Data Protection Fee Renewal £47  

12/1/2026 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £8.50 

 

 

 



Payments to be made after the 13th January Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

14/1/2026 Meadow Room 
Management Committee 

Room Bookings for 2025 £324 

14/1/2026 Fastnet International Set up of new email hosting and 
back up 

£35.99 

14/1/2026 SLCC Membership Fee £200 

14/1/2026 Starboard Systems Ltd 
(Scribe Accounts) 

Monthly fee £61.20 

14/1/2026 Clerk Mileage £11.70 

14/1/2026 Clerk Pension  £35.23 

14/1/2026 Clerk Salary 1st-31st November 2025 £1,001.32 

14/1/2026 HMRC Tax & NICS £277.73 

14/1/2026 MI Payroll & Bookkeeping 
Services Ltd 

Payroll October- December 2025 £60 

 

Payments received since the 13th January Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

9/12/2025 Bank Interest Reserve Account £34.35 

9/1/2026 Bank Interest Reserve Account £35.80 

 

Current Account £3,212.93 

Reserve Account £68,613.96 

Redwood Bank £25,000 Accrued Interest £1043.86 (3.75% interest) 

Payment Report – Cllr Dyer proposed the payment report and Cllr Dymond seconded. 

Action: Clerk to set up the standing orders for the payments to Starboard Systems (Scribe 

Accounts) and Fastnet International.  Clerk to set up batch payments to save parish 

councillors who authorise payments from logging in each time. 

To agree precept request for 2026-27 – It was agreed by all the parish councillors present 

that CPC will ask GBC for £85,000.  Action: Clerk to request the agreed precept with GBC. 

To review and adopt the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment – To be reviewed at the February 

meeting. 

To review and adopt the Scheme of Delegation - To be reviewed at the February meeting. 

15. Items from Councillors – Some of the visitors to Jeskyns Country Park are parking their 

vehicles on the verges at Church Road to avoid paying the parking charges.  Action: Clerk to 

rise the parking issues with GBC at Church Road near the junction with Henhurst Road. 



Santa’s Grotto at Sole Street – The Clerk had received a grant application from the 

organisers that hat had been circulated to the parish councillors.  Action: Clerk to ask if the 

Santa event had been advertised to across the parish and for the organisers to provide 

receipts for the event. 

16. Next Meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 3rd February at the Meadow Rooms 

 


