
 

Minutes of Cobham Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday 7th October 2025 at 7.30pm 

Meeting took place at the Meadow Rooms 

Present 

Cllr Steve Dyer (Chair), Mike Booth (Vice Chair) Cllr Rosemary Dymond, 

Cllr Julie Wilder, Cllr Kirsty Lane, Cllr Matt Mason, Cllr Russ Nichols  

Present 

Charles Amis (Clerk), 15 parishioners 

1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Robert Pryor (holiday), Cllr Diane Morton (work) (KCC), Cllr Dakota 
Dibben (not confirmed) (GBC), Cllr Samir Jassal (family) (GBC). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest – None. 

3. Approval of Minutes for last meeting – Some changes were made to the minutes for the 9th 

September meeting.  The following sentence in Agenda item 5 GBC Matters ‘the land is outside the 

village boundary’ was changed to ‘the land is outside the village envelope’.   

Additionally the sentence in Agenda Item 13 Other Village Matters, Archive & Storage Boxes that 

said ‘Cobham Hall was suggested as a potential place to store the archives but there is not enough 

space.’ A further sentence was added ‘There is no space at Cobham Hall’. 

The minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9th September 2025 were confirmed 

and proposed as a true record of that meeting by Cllr Booth and seconded by Cllr Dymond.   

4. KCC Matters – Cllr Morton did not attend the meeting. 

5. GBC Matters 

White Post Farm – The owners of the plot of land nearest to Sole Street have been given permission 

to stay.  The enforcement notice issued by GBC has been overruled by the Planning Inspectorate’s 

decision.   

The site nearest to Nurstead have until February 2026 to vacate the site.  More mobile homes were 

being delivered to the middle site which has been divided into eight plots by the owners.  The GBC 

Planning Enforcement Officers are carrying out a site visit tomorrow.   

It was suggested that CPC raise White Post Farm planning enforcement issues with Cllr John Burden, 

the leader of GBC.  A local resident asked about writing a complaint to the local MP, Dr Lauren 



Sullivan to raise with the Planning Ombudsmen.  A formal complaint would need to be made to GBC 

Planning Department before contacting the Planning Ombudsmen. 

It was noted that the local Borough Councillors rarely turn up at the parish council meetings.  Local 

residents are encouraged to keep recording incidents and feeding information to GBC Planning 

Department and to the Local Borough councillors regarding further developments at White Post 

Lane.  Local residents were also encouraged to write to the Local Borough Councillors regarding the 

felling of the trees along White Post Lane. 

Kent Police are often in attendance when the new mobile homes are delivered to the site to prevent 

other motorists from using White Post Lane and to keep the peace.   

GBC were still working on their draft local plan which was due to go out to consultation in October 

2025.  CPC will keep local residents informed. 

Land north of Camer Park Road and east of Norwood Lane – The property developer had run a 

consultation over two days in September 2025.  A request for an Environment Impact Assessment in 

relation to proposals for development of the land was received by GBC on 8th September 2025. 

Land south of Green Lane, Meopham – Nothing to report. 

20250802 - Blackthorn Park, Culverstone Green – The owners have submitted a planning 

application. 

6. Planning 

Cobham House Vineyard – The Planning Committee on Wednesday 22nd October at the Council 

Chamber, Civic Centre, Gravesend.  There will be an opportunity for three people to speak for the 

planning application and three against the application.  The agenda for the meeting will be resent. 

20250799 Te Koanga, Sole Street – The owner wishes to install a single storey side and rear 

extension.  Additionally the owner wants to install a dormer on the side elevation with alterations to 

the fenestration.  CPC had no objections 

20250867 22 Sallows Shaw – The owner wishes to install a single storey extension to the front, side 

and rear.  CPC had no objections 

7. Traffic 

Sole Street – CPC will be updating their Highways Improvement Plan.  CPC would like to see some 

chicanes installed along Sole Street.  KCC Highways has said that a street light would need to be 

installed by each chicane.  It is highly unlikely that 20 mph zone or a pathway from Scratton Fields 

and Round Street would be installed.  It will be interesting to see how much the traffic levels will 

change when Halfpence Lane is closed from January to March 2026. 

Speed Watch - CPC thanked Steve Holden and Chris Zgoda for the running of the Speed Watch team.   

All of the parish councillors that were present agreed that the Speed Watch traffic data could be 

shared with CPRE Kent.  

Vehicle Activated Sign 

Village Gateways – CPC will be finalising the cost of the village gateways with KC Highways and the 

locations for the gateways. 



8. Lower Thames Crossing – The time period for the Judicial Review has passed with no objections.  

Cllr Dyer will be meeting with the LTC Team.  Trial pits for the ground investigation works started in 

July and will be completed until November and work on the boreholes will start from November 

2025.   

The enabling works for the National Gas Transmission will start in December 2025.  An 

archaeological investigation will be taking place at the same place.  Brewers Road bridge will be 

closed for 18 months.  The LTC has sufficient funding to carry out the preparations for the LTC but 

will need to look at different funding streams for the actual works.  There will be various night time 

closures at the A2 junctions by Gravesend as National Highways carry out works. 

9. Village Crime Group – The police were unable to attend the meeting.  Action: Clerk to put the 

most recent crime report on to the website. 

10. Playing Fields Group 

Planning Permission for the patio area of the Sports Club Pavilion – The architect has completed 

their drawing for the planning application which has been submitted to GBC.  It is hoped that the 

work will start in Spring 2026. 

New Playground Fence – The Clerk has been working on the planning application for the new 

playground fence. 

License to the Sports Association for the running of the toilets – Clerk is preparing the agreement 

between CPC and the Sports Association.  Action: Clerk to circulate the agreement.   

Update on the Memorial Benches – A memorial plaque had been completed and was due to be 

fixed on to one of the memorial benches.  The Clerk had been liaising with the other family regarding 

the size and design for the other memorial plaque. 

11. Public Toilets 

Business Stream update – Business Stream had sent a credit note and two invoices.   

Water supply for the wash basin in the Gent’s toilet – Work will be starting on the installing of a 

new washbasin in the gents toilet. 

Action: Clerk to circulate the transfer document for when GBC handed over the ownership of the 

public toilets to CPC. 

12. KALC/NALC – The parishes in GBC are being encouraged to look at their village envelope.  Cllr 

Dymond and Cllr Lane had attended the online Highways and Transportation Online Parish Seminar 

that was organised KALC.  An in-person seminar is taking place on Wednesday 22nd October. 

13. Other Village Matters 

Community Payback Team – The Community Payback Team have been clearing Footpath NS192 

from Sole Street to Sallows Shaw.  They have also been litter picking around the playing field.  

Action: Everyone needs to think about any indoor jobs for the Community Payback Team for when 

the weather is bad. 

Footpaths – Footpath NS 192 from where Manor Road meets Sallows Shaw up to the railway 

footbridge needs to be cleared.  The ivy is still overhanging Footpath NS 192 behind Sallows Shaw. 



Consider the quotes for the Repairs to the Flint Wall – Cllr Wilder and Cllr Dymond agreed to review 

the quotes for the repairs to the flint wall.  Action: Cllr Wilder and Cllr Dymond will respond at the 

November Meeting. 

Sole Street Notice Board - The notice board is due to be refurbished over the next two weeks. 

Archive and Storage Boxes – There are 30 boxes of archive material that needs to be reviewed.  

Action: Parish Councillors to take a box each to review. 

14. Parishioners Comments – CPC had trialled a new seating arrangement at parish council meetings 

where the councillors and clerk sit around a table facing each other with the parishioners observing 

the meeting.  A parishioner had found it hard to hear the conversation between the councillors and 

clerk.  Action: The tables will be angled to help the parishioners to hear the meeting more easily. 

15. Correspondence & Announcements –  

The Clerk had sent the Lone Working and Litter Picking agreement to the Litter Picker for signing.   

The parish councillors and were asked to consider nominations for the KALC Community Award 

Scheme for 2026. 

16. Finance 

Payment Report – 10th September to 7th October 2025 

Payments made since the 9th September Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

9/9/2025 Lloyds Bank plc Service Charge £8.50 

3/7/2025 Clerk Mileage £13.50 

9/9/2025 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £8.50 

17/9/2025 Westcotec Ltd Delivery of 12v 14a battery £160.20 

18/9/2025 Nest Clerk’s Pension £30.03 

22/9/2025 MI Payroll & Bookkeeping  Payroll £60 

22/9/2025 Clerk Mileage £27 

30/9/2025 Clerk Nest Pension £61.14 

30/9/2025 Zurich Municipal  Insurance £2000.50 

30/9/2025 Clerk Rail fare to Clerk’s Finance 
Conference 

£7 

30/9/2025 Clerk Salary 1st-31st September 2025 £1,321.14 

3/10/2025 Fastnet International Set up of new email hosting and 
back up 

£35.99 

3/10/2025 Starboard Systems (Scribe 
Accounts) 

Monthly fee £61.20 

3/10/2025 Kent County Playing Fields 
Association 

Subscription 2025/26 £20 

 

 

 



Payments to be made after the 7th October Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

10/9/2025 Clerk Mileage £25.20 

 

Payments received since the 9th September Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

26/9/2025 Cliff Mackie Memorial Bench & Plaque £605.40 

15/9/2025 The Sports Asociation Grant Refund  £1,900 

 

Current Account £956.55 

Reserve Account £76,965.44 

Cllr Dyer proposed the payment report and Cllr Lane seconded. 

To review and adopt the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment – The risk assessment will be reviewed at 

the 4th November meeting. 

17. Items from Councillors - None 

18. Next Meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th November at the St Mary’s Church Rooms, Sole 
Street 

 


