Minutes of Cobham Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 4" November 2025 at 7.30pm
Meeting took place at the Meadow Rooms
Present
Clir Rosemary Dymond (Acting Chair), ClIr Julie Wilder
ClIr Kirsty Lane, Cllr Robert Pryor
Present
Charles Amis (Clerk), 4 parishioners

1. Apologies for Absence — Clir Steve Dyer (Chair) (Work), Cllr Mike Booth (Vice Chair) (Holiday), Clir
Matt Mason (Work), Clir Russ Nichols (Work), CllIr Diane Morton (work) (KCC), Clir Dakota Dibben
(not confirmed) (GBC), ClIr Samir Jassal (not confirmed) (GBC).

2. Declarations of Interest — None.

3. Approval of Minutes for last meeting — The minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on
Tuesday 7*" October 2025 were confirmed and proposed as a true record of that meeting by Clir
Lane and seconded by ClIr Wilder.

4. KCC Matters — Clir Morton did not attend the meeting.
5. GBC Matters

White Post Farm — GBC Planning enforcement had carried out a site visit on Monday 13" October
with the police. There had been another delivery of a mobile home today.

The haulier would have needed to apply to Kent Police for a movement order as the mobile homes
would be classed as abnormal load. Kent Police would give the haulier a specific route to use to
their specified destination. Action: Clerk to write to Kent Police and the Traffic Commissioner’s
Office. Clerk to report the litter on White Post Lane and Nurstead Church Lane to GBC.

CPC had sent a letter to Cllr John Burden, Leader of GBC, regarding White Post Lane. There had been
no reply from ClIr Burden. Action: To be raised at the next Parish Chairs Meeting on Monday 24
November.

It was disappointing that the borough councillors had not attended this evening’s parish council
meeting. Action: Clerk to write to Cllr Jordan Meade, Leader of the Conservative Group at GBC.



Land north of Camer Park Road and east of Norwood Lane — Not discussed
Land south of Green Lane, Meopham - Not discussed

Blackthorn Park, Culverstone Green — Not discussed

6. Planning

Cobham House Vineyard — The Planning Board Meeting with GBC had been postponed several times
by the owner. The agricultural building was passed by 5 votes in favour to 4 votes against at the
Planning Board Meeting on 22™ October 2025. It was surprising that traffic, noise, crossovers were
not raised at the Planning Board Meeting. GBC’s legal representative at the meeting did not appear
to allow these issues to be discussed. CPC are waiting to hear if there will be any restrictions for the
entrance and location of the agricultural building.

It was asked if the local residents were going to appeal. Residents would need to go through Clir
Dyer or the other speakers at the Planning Board Meeting. CPC thanked ClIr Dyer for his preparation
for the Planning Board Meeting.

20251031 - 9 Lawrence Drive — The owner has applied for a lawful development certificate to install
a dropped kerb and hardstanding. Action: Clir Dyer to respond.

There were no other planning applications to consider.
7. Traffic Group

Sole Street — There will be a traffic meeting to discuss the Highways Improvement Plan. CPC
supported the installation of the equestrian signs at Gold Street and Batts Road.

Speed Watch — The Speed Watch sessions were having an effect on motorists to slow down when
passing through Sole Street. The Fixed Speed Indicator Device had been taken away by Westcotec
Ltd for a service and was due to be returned soon.

Vehicle Activated Sign — Action: Clerk to follow up with Clir Diane Morton who had agreed at the
July parish council meeting to speak to KCC Highways.

Village Gateways — KCC Highways had produced a report for the locations of the proposed village
gateways. KCC had agreed to the installation of a village gateway on Halfpence Lane. The proposed
sites at Round Street and Cobhambury Road were not suitable. Action: Clerk to ask KCC to clear the
vegetation for the proposed sites for the village gateways.

8. Lower Thames Crossing — Proprietary work had been taking place at Thong Lane between Thong
and Riverview Park. Shorne Parish Council had been alerted to the road works taking place.

9. Village Crime Group — PC Jo Hammond had sent a crime report which the clerk had circulated and
had added to the CPC website. There had been no feedback from the accident where a private

ambulance had hit the bollards nor the accident outside the Darnley Arms.

10. Playing Fields Group



Planning Permission for the patio order of the Cricket Pavilion — The planning application has been
submitted. A decision is expected by GBC for the 3™ December. There will be a white picket fence
surrounding the patio. The works will enhance the village

New Playground Fence — Empire Outdoor had supplied three plans and maps for the planning
application. Action: Clerk to submit the planning application to GBC Planning Department.

License to the Sports Association for the running of the toilets — The Clerk had drafted an
agreement for the running of the public toilets. The current signed lease between CPC and the
Sports Association is unclear on who is responsible for the upkeep of the different areas of the
playing field and buildings. A new lease needs to be prepared that sets out the responsibilities. CPC
will need to consult with the Sports Association. CPC will ask a firm of solicitors who specialise with
parish councillors to draw up a new lease. Action: It was agreed to raise the preparation for the
new sports lease at the Traffic Meeting.

Update on the Memorial Benches — ClIr Dyer had kindly installed the memorial plaques on to the
memorial benches. Both of the families are happy with the memorial benches and plaques.

11. Public Toilets — The issues with the billing of the water supply were still ongoing.

12. KALC/NALC — The next Gravesham KALC Area Committee Meeting will be taking place on
Thursday 6" November at Luddesdown Village Hall. The KALC AGM is taking place on Saturday 22"
November at the Corn Exchange at Rochester. It would be helpful if CPC was represented at the
KALC AGM.

13. Other Village Matters

Community Payback Team — The Community Payback Team had cleared the weeds from the
pavement at Lawrence Drive and the flower troughs. The Children’s Corner had also been cleared.
Action: Clerk to ask the Community Payback Team to clear the leaves from the pavement along The
Street from the Meadow Rooms to the parish church.

Footpaths — The Community Pay Back Team and the KCC Rights of Team had cleared Footpath
NS192 from Sole Street to Sallows Shaw and up to the footbridge across the railway.

Consider the quotes for the repairs to the flint wall — CPC had previously obtained three quotes for
the repair of the flint wall behind the village pump. The flint wall is Grade |l listed and needs to be
repaired using specialised materials.

It was agreed by all of the parish councillors present that Heritage Surveying Company carry out a
survey on the condition of the flint wall and produce a report on the work and materials needed to
restore the wall for £975 + VAT. Clir Wilder proposed that Heritage Survey Company carry out the
work and CllIr Lane seconded. Clir Wilder is meeting with one of the companies who had previously
provided a quote for the work. The company had completed similar work nearby.

Sole Street Notice Board — Action: Clerk to ask Clir Dyer how much preparation had been carried
out. Clerk to obtain three quotes for new notice board. The new noticeboard should be made from
wood effect recycled plastic and does not need to be lockable but should have a Perspex cover.

Archive and Storage Boxes — Cllr Dymond had started to review the archives from 1894 to 1905 with
two archivists. Action: To co-ordinate the archives at the forthcoming Traffic Meeting.



14. Parishioners Comments — A parishioner asked if the sign warning HGVs of the 7.5 tonne weight
limit at Cobham could be moved from its current location by the junction with Gold Street to the
south of the railway bridge at Sole Street. It was asked if a sign survey needed to be carried out in
Cobham and Sole Street.

A parishioner asked if the minutes could be included in the parish magazine. It may be possible to
place the minutes on to the new notice board if it’s glazed.

15. Correspondence & Announcements —

KALC Community Award Scheme 2026 - A local resident was suggested for the KALC Community
Awards Scheme 2026.

16. Finance
Payment Report

Payments made since the 7" October Meeting

Date of Company Reason Amount

Payment

13/10/2025 Lloyds Bank plc Service Charge £8.50

16/10/2025 T & C Niblett & Sons Installed new wash basin for the £1140
gents toilet

16/10/2025 Brunel Engraving Ltd Memorial Plaque for Ted Baker £41.27

17/9/2025 Westcotec Ltd Delivery of 12v 14a battery £160.20

24/10/2025 Royal British Legion Poppy | Wreath for Remembrance Sunday £28.50

Appeal
31/10/2025 Nest Clerk’s Pension £35.23
Payments to be made after the 7*" October Meeting

Date of Company Reason Amount

Payment

5/11/2025 Clerk Mileage £36.27

5/11/2025 Clerk Salary 1°-31% October 2025 £1,001.32

5/11/2025 HMRC Tax & NICS £10.18

5/11/2025 Bloomfields Cricket Pavilion patio planning £783.54
application. Remaining payment

5/11/2025 Starboard Systems Ltd Monthly fee £61.20

(Scribe Accounts)

5/11/2025 Fastnet International Ltd Set up of new email hosting and £35.99
back up

5/11/2025 Satswana Ltd Renewal of Data Protection Officer £180
Service

15/11/2025 Westcotec Ltd Repair and service of the Speed £272.50
Indicator Device

Payments received since the 7*" October Meeting




Baker)

Date of Company Reason Amount
Payment

9/10/2025 Bank Interest Reserve Account £38.42
27/10/2025 Jeff Baker Memorial Bench & Plaque (Ted £592.27

Current Account £1,295.32

Reserve Account £76,003.86

Redwood Bank Accrued Interest £733.59 (4% interest)

Clir Lane proposed the payment report and Clir Dymond seconded.

To review the External Auditors’ comments for the 2024/25 AGAR — The Clerk had circulated the
external auditors’ comments to all of the parish councillors. Clerk to add ‘to the Appoint an Internal

Auditor to the agenda for the Budget Meeting’.

17. Items from Councillors — The oak pillars at the war memorial need to be replaced. Action: Clir
Pryor offered to measure the posts and install replacement hard wood posts.

Cobham and Sole Street had won silver gilt for the South East in Bloom competition for 2025.

Action: Clerk to check and amend the Standing Orders and circulated to the parish councillors.

18. Next Meeting is the Budget Meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 2" December at the Meadow

Rooms




