
 

Minutes of Cobham Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7.30pm 

Meeting took place at the Meadow Rooms 

Present 

Cllr Steve Dyer (Chair), Cllr Rosemary Dymond,  

Cllr Julie Wilder, Cllr Robert Pryor 

Present 

Charles Amis (Clerk), 6 parishioners 

1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mike Booth (Vice Chair) (Holiday), Cllr Kirsty Lane (Attended the 
following budget meeting) Cllr Matt Mason (Work), Cllr Russ Nichols (Work), Cllr Diane Morton 
(work) (KCC), Cllr Dakota Dibben (not confirmed) (GBC), Cllr Samir Jassal (not confirmed) (GBC). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest – None. 

3. Approval of Minutes for last meeting – The minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Tuesday 4th November 2025 were confirmed and proposed as a true record of that meeting by Cllr 

Dymond and seconded by Cllr Wilder.   

4. KCC Matters – Cllr Morton did not attend the meeting. 

5. GBC Matters – Cllr Jassel and Cllr Dibben did not attend the meeting.  It was commented on that 

the Borough Councillors had not attended a parish council for a while.   The Clerk had written to Cllr 

Jordan Meade, Leader of the Conservative Group on GBC, to raise the lack of attendance by GBC 

Councillors at parish council meetings.  Cllr Dibben had attended the Planning Board Meeting at GBC 

for Cobham House Vineyard and had spoken on behalf of the local residents who were opposed to 

the permitted development at Cobham House Vineyard. 

White Post Farm – A group of Conservative Party MPs had written to the Secretary of State for the 

Environment.  It was noted that local authorities needed to have further powers to deal with the 

situation.  GBC has said there are sufficient sites for travellers.  CPC had received a response two 

weeks ago from Tom Reynolds, GBC for a letter sent in January 2025. 

A Borough Councillor based in Meopham had said that all the plots are within Cobham Parish.  The 

plot that is closest to Sole Street that received planning approval is within Cobham Parish, the 

middle site with the eight plots is split between Cobham and Meopham and the other plot is within 

Meopham Parish. 



Local residents were disappointed at the lack of response from the local police.  The police had 

stopped the traffic from using White Post Lane whilst the caravans were being delivered.   

GBC should be sending out a draft local plan by 16th December.  The local plan would need to be 

approved by central government before it was made official. 

The Clerk had been in contact with the police officer at Kent Police responsible for approving the 

movement orders for hauliers.   

Action: Clerk to ask GBC Planning to provide a map showing which White Post Lane sites are in 

Meopham Parish and those that are in Cobham Parish.  Clerk to look out for the GBC Local Plan.  

Local residents were asked to feedback any changes to Cllr Wilder.  Clerk to write to the Transport 

Commissioner for South East England regarding the movement orders needed by hauliers.  Cllr 

Wilder to respond to the letter from Tom Reynolds. 

6. Planning 

Telecommunications Mast at Knights Place Farm – Cornerstone/Clarke Telecom have notified CPC 

that they wish to replace the existing telecommunications mast beside the M2 with a new and taller 

mast in preparation for the upgrade from 4G to 5G.  Action: To be discussed by the Planning Team. 

Taylor Wimpy, the developer for the proposed housing development between Norwood Lane and 

Tradescant Drive, had produced a traffic report which CPC felt contained flawed traffic data.  Some 

tubes at Green Lane, Meopham were used to supply the traffic data, and no other traffic monitoring 

was put in place. 

7. Traffic Group – Halfpence Lane will be closed from 5th January 2026 for up to three months whilst 

Southern Water lay new water mains.  The 416 bus route and the school buses will be diverted 

during the closure.  It was hoped that the bus companies could serve Sole Street and Cobham and 

use the roundabout by the War Memorial to turn around.  It was asked which route the HGV traffic 

for Lodge Lane would take during the road closure.   

Action: Clerk to send an email to Red Route Buses asking what their plans are for route 416 during 

the road closure.  Clerk to follow up with a telephone call.  Clerk to speak to Southern Water/Clancy 

Group regarding the re-routing of the buses. 

Sole Street – Cllr Nichols has met with KCC Highways to talk through the different options.   

Speed Watch – The fixed Speed Indicator Device is working well following a recent service.  

Vehicle Activated Sign – To be discussed at the 13th January 

Village Gateways – Not discussed 

8. Lower Thames Crossing – The Secretary of State for Transport is due to make a decision on the 

three different funding of the LTC.  £861 million had been set aside for the preparation works.  

Thong Lane is due to be closed whilst a gas main is moved as part of the LTC works.  Thong Lane will 

be closed for  

9. Village Crime Group – the latest Crime Report will be circulated and added to the CPC website. 

10. Playing Fields Group  

Planning permission for the new patio and fence – GBC Planning Department has given their 

permission for the new patio and fence at the cricket pavilion.   



New Playground Fence – GBC Planning department had asked for more detailed plans and a 

Heritage Statement.  The Clerk is preparing a heritage statement for the planning application.  

Action: Empire Outdoor to supply plans for the new fence. 

New Lease for the Cricket Pavilion – It was suggested that a new lease be drawn up to indicate 

clearly who is responsible for maintaining the public toilets and the playing fields. 

11. Public Toilets – Action: Clerk to find out why the toilet lights are not turning off at night. 

Business Stream – Business Stream has said CPC owe £7,425.  According to Business Stream, 

Cobham Bowls Club does not owe Business Stream any money.  Cobham Primary School is also 

experiencing similar problems with their water bills.  The schoolhouse was at one time paying for the 

primary school’s water supply.  Cllr Booth is working with Business Stream.   

12. KALC/NALC – The KALC AGM was well attended.  The leader of Medway Council spoke about the 

different options for the re-organisation of local government.  One of the options was to create a 

unitary authority that included Dartford, Gravesham, Medway and Swale. 

Another option included Dartford, Gravesham, Medway and Swanley.  Only Dartford and Gravesham 

had voted. 

13. Other Village Matters 

Community Payback Team – The CPT spent The CPT had swept the leaves from the pavements and 

had cleared the flower troughs at Cobham. 

Footpaths – Nothing to report. 

Repairs to the flint wall – Cllr Wilder and the Clerk had met with a surveyor who has sent a detailed 

report of the state of the wall.  This includes guidance on the parts of the wall that need to be 

tackled first.  This had been circulated to all the parish councillors.   

The right hand pillar is not attached to the wall.  Previous repairs to the flint wall had used cement 

mortar instead of lime mortar which had caused the bricks to break because the damp could not 

escape through the cement mortar.  The cement mortar was now loose and was falling out from the 

wall.  Cllr Wilder had meet with one of the companies who had previously provided a quote and will 

be meeting the other two companies who had previously quoted for the work.  Planning permission 

will need to be sort from GBC before the repairs to the wall can start as the flint wall is grade II listed 

and is within the conservation area.  The Architectural Officer who had worked for GBC. 

Sole Street Notice Board – Cllr Dyer had gathered a team of volunteers to refurbish the notice board 

at Sole Street.  A group of local residents had wanted to see the existing notice board replaced.  The 

Clerk had circulated three quotes for the notice board.  It was agreed by everyone present to replace 

the notice board at Sole Street.   

Archive and Storage Boxes – Cllr Dymond had pulled together a team who were reviewing the 

archives from 1894 to 1918.  Further boxes of archive material had been found that needed to be 

sorted.  It was asked where the archives would be stored.  CPC could look for grants for a new 

building. 

14. Parishioners Comments – A parishioner asked about White Post Farm.   

15. Correspondence & Announcements -  



16. Finance 

Payment Report –  

Payments made since the 4th November Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

7/11/2025 Clerk Salary 1st-31st October 2025 £1,001.32 

7/11/2025 Clerk Mileage £36.27 

7/11/2025 HMRC Tax & NICS £10.18 

11/11/2025 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £8.50 

13/11/2025 Bloomfields Cricket Pavilion patio planning 
application. Remaining payment  

£783.54 

14/11/2025 Fastnet International Ltd Set up of new email hosting and 
back up 

£35.99 

14/11/2025 Heritage Consulting Surveyor visit to report on the 
condition of the flint wall  

£1,170 

14/11/2025 Satswana Ltd Renewal of Data Protection Officer 
Service 

£180 

14/11/2025 Singlewell Stationery & 
Print 

Programmes for Remembrance 
Sunday 

£48 

14/11/2025 Smooth & Rugged 
Landscapes 

Clear wild flowers £60 

14/11/2025 Starboard Systems Ltd 
(Scribe Accounts) 

Monthly fee £61.20 

19/11/2025 The Planning Portal Planning Application for the new 
playground fence 

£379 

27/11/2025 Westcotec Ltd Repair and service of the Fixed 
Speed Indicator Device 

£272.50 

27/11/2025 Cobham Parochial Church 
Council 

Hire of the St Mary’s Church Rooms 
on 4th November 

£18 

1/12/2025 Clerk Salary 1st-30th November 2025 £1,001.32 

1/12/2025 HMRC Tax & NICS £92.51 

1/12/2025 Clerk Home Office Allowance  £300 

 

Payments to be made after the 4th December Meeting 

Date of 
Payment 

Company Reason Amount 

3/12/2025 Clerk Mileage £36.27 

3/12/2025 Fastnet International Set up of new email hosting and 
back up 

£35.99 

3/12/2025 Starboard Systems Ltd 
(Scribe Accounts) 

Monthly fee £61.20 

To be paid by 
8/1/2026 

Information 
Commissioner’s Office 

Data Protection Fee Renewal £52 (£47 if 
paid by 
Direct 
Debit) 



 

Cllr Dyer proposed the payment report and Cllr Dymond seconded. 

The Scheme of Delegation and Parish Council Risk Assessment will be discussed at the January 

Meeting. 

All of the parish councillors who were present agreed that the Clerk should set up a direct debit for 

the Information Commissioner’s Office. 

The Budget Meeting followed straight afterwards. 

 

 

 


